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The Problems and Situation in the Artificial
Propagation of Grouper, Epinephelus

Wang Hansheng

(Fujian Institute of Fisheries, Xiamen 361012)

Abstract There are about 100 species in genus Epinephelus found in the
world and the artificial reproduction of more than 13 species of grouper have
been carried out so far. The hermaphroditism, protogyny, sex reversal, em-—
bryonic development, spawning, larval morphology and larval growth are in—
vestigated. The reproductive biology and physiology of E. akaara and E.
tauvina have been studied more detailed than other groupers. However, com—
mercial production of artificial rearing of Epinephelus is not achieved in a
large scale. The main problems are poor quality of an egg, small and weak
larvae, restriction of its small mouth on weaning food, cannibalism among
larvae and the diseases.
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